aquarium at Marine Aquarium & Regional Centre, ZSI, Digha. The authors encountered three more species of Epinephelus, which after thorough literature survey were found to be unreported from this area though listed in the IUCN Red list of threatened fauna. Three new site records of occurrences of the genus Epinephelus are Epinephelus coioides Orange Spotted Grouper (Hamilton, 1822), Brindle Grouper Epinephelus lanceolatus (Bloch, 1790) and Striped Grouper Epinephelus latifasciatus (Temminck & Schlegel, 1842) .
The specimens were collected between August 2009 and November 2010 by the local fishers from the Digha coast in live condition for display in the marine aquarium of the Zoological Survey of India. The specimens were identified following (Heemstra & Randall 1993 Distribution: Continental shores and large islands from the Red Sea to South Africa and from the east to the western Pacific, where it ranges from the Ryukyu Islands of Japan to Australia and out to the islands of Palau and Fiji, Indo-West Pacific (Russell & Houston 1989) . Recently reported from the Mediterranean coast of Israel (Heemstra & Randall 1993) .
From Indian coastal waters the species was reported from Andhra Pradesh coast (Barman et al. 2004 ), Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Rajan 2003) , Chennai coast (Krishnan et al. 2007 ), Orissa coast (Barman et al. 2007 ) and Gujarat coast (Barman et al. 2000 Diagnostic characters: D: XI, 15; A: III, 8; P. 19; V: I,5; Body robust, eyes small, lower jaw somewhat projecting, mouth oblique, maxillary reaching beyond posterior border of the eye. Pre-operculum obtusely rounded, its hind border finely serrated; small scales on maxilla and snout; Dorsal fin originating above the base of pectorals, spines short and first two spines almost equal in length. Rays of the dorsal fin are more or less curved in shape; caudal fin rounded; Yellowishbrown colour, vaguely mottled; all fins with black spots and blotches.
Distribution: This is the most widely distributed grouper occurring throughout the Indo-pacific region from the Red Sea to Algoa Bay, South Africa and eastward to the Hawaiian and Pitcairn Islands. In the western Pacific its distribution ranges from the north to southern Japan and southward to Australia (from north western Australia to northern New South Wales.
From Indian waters this species is reported from Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Rao 2003; Rajan 2003) , Andhra Pradesh coast (Barman et al. 2004 ), Orissa coast (Barman et al. 2007 ) and Gujarat coast (Barman et al. 2000) .
The species is presently under Vulnerable category (IUCN 2010 ). The species is also known to be a traumatogenic species (Halstead et al. 1990 ). Diagnostic characters: D: XI, 14; A: III, 8; P. 17; V: I,5; Three dark brown lines on the body; fourth line from border of upper jaw below anterior 1/3 of eye through upper edge of base of pectoral fin to caudal base; in caudal peduncle, the lines on either side meet and run along its ventral edge. Body is oblong and
Epinephelus latifasciatus

